THE  TRAGEDT OF RAMSAT MACDOMALD
that during the memorable meeting of the Assembly of the
League at which Sir Samuel Hoare made his sensational speech
at Geneva in September 1935, the Prime Minister, holidaying
at Aix-lcs-Bains, mot Count clc Chumbrun, then French
Ambassador to Rome*,, and communicated to him the chief
features of the plan. The action of the Government with
regard to sanctions was in line with their secret policy. The
timid, make-shift sanctions imposed against Italy had never
been intended to succeed. The British Government had been
determined to limit them to measures which, they knew, would
be inelFective in stopping1 Italian aggression in Abyssinia, but
would have a certain bargaining value in the protection of
Imperial interests. They were the merest make-believe mainly
intended to pacify public opinion, in view of the approaching
General Election, and to make a pretence of fulfilling the pledge
given at Geneva*
It is said that shortly after Sir Samuel Hoare\s speech in
September,, Laval was asked his opinion of Britain's new anti-
Italian policy. With a cynical smile, a shrug of his shoulders,
and a wrist-turning, palm-showing gesture of his hands he
said :
" But it is the British way the more it changes the more
it is the same it shall change again after- -the General
Election/
Wherij after the election, the Council of the League met to
afford the * Hoare-Laval * plan an indecent burial, the French
statesman repealed his characteristic Gallic gesture to em-
phasise a bon mot which was the French equivalent of *I told
you so ! *
As a result of this exposure, Baldwin had to admit that
people in all parts of the country, and of all parties, had been
shocked at what had been done in their name,
* I was not expecting that deeper feeding which was
manifested by many of my lion* friends and friends in many
parts of the country on what I may call the ground of
conscience and of honour, The moment I am confronted
with that I know that something has happened that has
appealed to the deepest feelings of our countrymen, that
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